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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
POINTS OF PRIDE 

SPRING-SUMMER 2021 
 
Student activities are an integral part of our educational program.  Co-curricular programs are not 
only a way for students to have fun, but also a valuable educational tool.  Activities provide an 
opportunity for all students to participate and help build community recognition and identity.   
Co-curricular activities are designed to instill school pride and teach life-long lessons.  They support 
the academic mission of the school district and promote citizenship and sportsmanship.  The activities 
program is a testing ground for the physical and emotional development of our young people.   

IT IS BETTER TO BUILD STRONG CHILDREN THAN TRY TO REPAIR ADULTS. 
 

For more information about Pottstown School District,  
visit our website at www.pottstownschools.org or call 610-323-6274. 

 
 
 

Pottstown School District is proud of its past and confident of its future. 
Go to http://www.pottstownschools.org/AlumniPages.aspx and then click on any of the highlighted 
years. The yearbooks provide an engaging narrative into the proud history of Pottstown. One can go 
as far back as 1914 to see the interest and fashion of the day. Pottstown School District may be one 
of a few districts in the country to provide this unique feature as a way of sharing community pride in 
our schools. Pottstown High School has over 19,000 graduates who have gone on to distinguish 
themselves in every field of endeavor and given us reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. It is an 
honor to share this look back to younger days with our graduates. We are not posting our most recent 
yearbooks because the High School still has some hard copies for sale. Not every yearbook is 
posted. The missing years are listed on the website. If anyone is willing to lend us one for scanning, 
please contact John Armato at 610-323-6271 / 484-256-7491 or jarmato@pottstownk12.org. 
 
 
 
If you like to see pictures of our students, staff and community taking part in our many activities, the 
Pottstown School District website is the place to go.  We are fortunate to have two outstanding 
photographers Emily Overdorf and Kerry Kline lend their talents to helping tell The Pottstown Story 
and thanks to our webmaster Carol Brightbill, a link to galleries of event pictures for your viewing 
pleasure has been created. 

http://www.pottstownschools.org/�
http://www.pottstownschools.org/AlumniPages.aspx�
mailto:jarmato@pottstownk12.org�
https://www.pottstownschools.org/PictureGalleries.aspx�
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Rodriguez Outlines How Pennsylvania's 
Unfair Funding Shortchanges Pottstown 

Schools 
 

 
 
 
 

Governor Wolf joins push for charter school reform at Pottstown High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Superintendent Rodriguez Advocates To Build Strong Economy 
Pottstown School District Superintendent Stephen Rodriguez serves as the president of the PLUS 
(Pennsylvania League of Urban Schools) Caucus of PASA, (Pennsylvania Association of School 
Administrators).  Read his latest newsletter, explaining how support of education helps build for a 
strong middle class.  A complete collection of his monthly newsletters can be found on our district 
website. 
 
Rodriguez: Pa.'s unfair school funding system costs local taxpayers 
Pottstown schools are in the Top 10, but not in a good way. 
For the past six years, since Pennsylvania adopted a "fair funding formula" for education that it does 
not fully use to fund education, Pottstown has been among the top ten most underfunded schools in 
the commonwealth. 
 
State Rep Ciresi Calls for Special ED Charter Funding Reform 
Our State Representative Joe Ciresi says, the system in which Pennsylvania 
pays charter schools for special education is broken.  Read his op-ed article in 
Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog. 
 
Pottstown Joins Rally For Fair Funding 

Advocates say Pa.'s $3B surplus puts fair school funding in reach. 
 
YouTube link to interview with Pottstown School Board member 
Mrs. Laura Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/03/rodriguez-outlines-how-pennsylvanias.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/03/rodriguez-outlines-how-pennsylvanias.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/03/rodriguez-outlines-how-pennsylvanias.html�
https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/wolf-joins-push-for-charter-school-reform-at-pottstown-high-school/article_c3060158-b8e1-11eb-a876-4398c9130c60.html�
https://filecabinet5.eschoolview.com/ECE9E3AD-7034-428C-BD3E-327D7E0CFA58/2d562bfc-14d8-4f29-922b-1773477ff29f.pdf�
https://www.pottstownschools.org/SuperintendentsOffice1.aspx�
https://www.pottstownschools.org/SuperintendentsOffice1.aspx�
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/rodriguez-pa-s-unfair-school-funding-system-costs-local-taxpayers/article_165e1f78-8e5a-11eb-8c8f-c38b29012c45.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/03/ciresi-special-ed-charter-funding-needs.html�
https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/advocates-say-pa-s-3b-surplus-puts-fair-school-funding-in-reach/article_4c866d7a-cac9-11eb-bef7-df361931cd6f.html�
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More than a year since Pottstown School District schools were closed, all 
students who choose to will be welcomed back into classrooms Monday 
March 22, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
Middle school plays role in COVID fight 

Pottstown Middle School was the site where 501 Pottstown 
citizens received their lifesaving dose of the COVID vaccine.  
Read all about how community effort and partnership resulted 
in safeguarding the health of our community. 
 
 
 
 

 
School Board Committee Host Meet The Candidate 
The Pottstown School Board Committee for Public Relations and 
Community Engagement, chaired by Mr. Raymond Rose, hosted 
a “Meet The Candidate Night.”  Six individuals who seek election 
to the board were invited to take part in a "get to know you" 
format which was moderated by Mercury reporter Mr. Evan 
Brandt.  Mr. Rose said this event was an opportunity to engage 
the community and give them an opportunity to understand the 
issues and learn the positions of the candidates. 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/pottstown-returning-to-in-person-education-monday/article_e9440ff6-890a-11eb-adf4-ffa68f61c8cf.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/03/501-vaccinated-friday-at-pottstown.html�
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/WhctKJWQntsnsjhsJDfSrVmcWLLrHbWBBJtmpgdlWDNXWfqSBXfxGdWNqnlNMrLGMJllpZl?projector=1�
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FIRST DAY BACK – MARCH 22, 2021 
 
Barth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Franklin Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lincoln Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rupert Elementary School 
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POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 
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BASEBALL 
 
Mr. Bobby Shantz will be making his annual appearance at Shantz Field on Monday, May 10th at 

3:30 for the game between our Pottstown Trojans and Perkiomen Valley 
Vikings. 
 
Photos from Bobby Shantz Day: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bobby-shantz/?fbclid=IwAR0MLSTj5S_xSQmJLyV-3yCBA7XYBgJkjOGRAFK7_iwoacGGIx49gvILUNA�
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Baseball Seniors: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aiden Crowder Dylan Murphy 

Caleb Quiles Kevin Zvodar 
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Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team 
 Caleb Quiles 
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Softball Seniors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team 
 Haley Haas 

 

Adriana Araujo Juarez Sanaa Fleet 

Haley Haas Faith Roach Michelle Villagomez 
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GIRLS’ LACROSSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Named to the Pioneer Athletic Conference Second Team Frontier Division  
 Destri Roye 
 Taetum Robbins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team 
 Taetum Robbins 
 Destri Roye 
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Lacrosse Seniors 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iyesha Belgrave 

Destri Roye 

Lillian Stirk 
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BOYS’ TENNIS 
 

Tennis Senior Night: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Kishan Patel 
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BOYS’ and GIRLS’ TRACK 
 
Congratulations to PHS senior track stars Darius Smallwood and Jahzeel Watson, their performance 

at the PIAA District I Track Championships earned them a place 
at the state championships. Darius ran a 1:55.05 time in the 800 
meters for a 3rd place finish and Jahzeel cleared 6'-1"in the high 
jump to place 5th. They will both represent the Trojans at 
Shippensburg University in the state championships.  They are 
excellent examples of true student athletes who excel on both the 
track and in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smallwood/Watson Bring Home State Medal 
Congratulations to PHS Trojan seniors Darius Smallwood and 
Jahzeel Watson on their outstanding performances at the PIAA 
State Track Championships.  Jahzeel's jump of 5'10" earned a 
7th place finish in the high jump. Darius was crowned state 
champion in the 800 meter dash with a time of 1:51.91. His 
time was not only good for 1st place but gave him a new 
Pottstown High School record in the 800. These two young 
men have not only set new marks in track for future Trojans to 
aspire to, but have distinguished themselves in the classroom 
and as outstanding community citizens. Their hard work has 
paid off and has given us more reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 
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Named to The Mercury All Area First Team – Boys’ Track 
 Darius Smallwood 
 Jahzeel Watson 

 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team – Boys’ Track 
 Ethan Masewicz 
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Congratulations to Darius Smallwood, Pottstown High School Class of 2021. Darius earned national 
honors at the National Scholastic Athletics Foundation Outdoor National Track Meet held in Eugene 

Oregon. With a time of 1:52.55 in the 800 meter race he 
placed 6th in the nation. 
 
Another example how Hard Work Pays off.  Thanks for 
giving us another reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Smallwood Mercury Area Male Athlete of Year 
 
Darius Smallwood capped his scholastic 
athletic career at Pottstown by ascending the 
loftiest of heights this spring. The Trojan senior 
stood on the top step of the medal stand at 
Shippensburg University after winning the 
PIAA Class AAA 800-meter run one month 
ago - an accomplishment that also cemented 
his selection as The Mercury’s 2021 Track & 
Field Male Athlete of the Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/100001086480206/videos/308809310921560/�
https://papreplive.com/2021/07/07/mercury-all-area-pottstowns-smallwood-finishes-trojans-career-with-gold-school-record-in-800/?fbclid=IwAR20sW7gXVY4VQJLsj_IFOqOTeccGapTGolugBjREjlB78HaO2j5lx5e5gw�
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Boys and Girls Track Seniors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Albert 

Zoe Earle 
Julianna Figueroa 

Diego Jaime 

Kyleaf July 
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Boys and Girls Track Seniors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamaal Pratt 

Darius Smallwood 

Sincere Strimpel 

Jahzeel Watson 
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Boys and Girls Track Seniors 
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PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE ALL ACADEMIC TEAM 
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PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE CITIZEN ATHLETE AWARD 
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MUSIC 
 
Pottstown School District's Music Education Program Receives National Recognition  
 
Pottstown School District has been honored with the Best Communities for Music Education 
designation from The NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education, for the 
6th year in a row.  Now in its 22nd year, the Best Communities for Music Education designation is 
awarded to districts that demonstrate outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and 
education to all students. 
To qualify for the Best Communities designation, Pottstown answered detailed questions about 
funding, graduation requirements, music class participation, instruction time, facilities, support for the 
music program and community music-making programs. Responses were verified with school officials 
and reviewed by The Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas. 
 
Since the passage by Congress in 2015 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and a stated 
emphasis on a well-rounded education, many school districts have re-committed to music and arts 
education programs and found that in this time of a national pandemic, provides a valuable way to 
keep students engaged in school. ESSA provides designated funding for well-rounded educational 
opportunities through Title IV Part A Student Academic Success and Achievement grants. NAMM 
Foundation research has revealed that these grants are being widely used by school districts to 
address instructional gaps in access to music and arts education. 
 
Research into music education continues to demonstrate educational/cognitive and social skill 
benefits for children who make music: After two years of music education, researchers found that 
participants showed more substantial improvements in how the brain processes speech and reading 
scores than their less-involved peers and that students who are involved in music are not only more 
likely to graduate high school, but also to attend college as well. Everyday listening skills are stronger 
in musically trained children than in those without music training. Significantly, listening skills are 
closely tied to the ability to: perceive speech in a noisy background, pay attention, and keep sounds 
in memory. Later in life, individuals who took music lessons as children show stronger neural 
processing of sound: young adults and even older adults who have not played an instrument for up to 
50 years show enhanced neural processing compared to their peers. Not to mention, social benefits 
include conflict resolution, teamwork skills, and how to give and receive constructive criticism. 
 
About The NAMM Foundation 
The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit supported in part by the National Association of Music 
Merchants and its approximately 10,400 members around the world. The foundation advances active 
participation in music making across the lifespan by supporting scientific research, philanthropic 
giving and public service programs. For more information about The NAMM Foundation, please 
visit https://www.nammfoundation.org/. 
 
 
 

https://www.nammfoundation.org/�
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STAFF 
 

Superintendent Mr. Stephen Rodriguez is showing his support for Earth Day.  An avid bike rider, he 
had his friend Keith Nash give his bike a "Spring Tune Up".  He may have got more than he 
bargained for, with horns, bells and streamers, you will not miss him.   
 
Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds John Connor with the photo bomb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating National Library Week 
As National Library week comes to a close we want to highlight our very own librarian team with a few 
of their favorite books. Trojan Proud of Ms. Ellis, Mrs. Roberts, Mr. Freese, Mrs. Kline and 
Mrs. Alutius for sharing your love of reading with students, supporting our staff with your resources, 
and creating a safe space to learn and have fun. 
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School Board Members Take Fair Funding Message To Harrisburg 
Pottstown school board member Katina Bearden wants to make sure legislators in Harrisburg hear 
the call for fair funding of all public schools in Pennsylvania so she joined a group of advocates on the 
steps of the state capitol Saturday morning to share the stories of students, teachers and community 
members who live in underfunded school districts.  She was joined by Laura Johnson, Pottstown 

school board member and leader of the advocacy group, 
Pennsylvanians for Fair Funding.  They told of the few 
advanced class offerings and the loss of educational 
opportunities, losing quality educators to higher paying school 
districts and the tax burden placed on the community.  
Pottstown school district is one of the leaders in the fight for fair 
funding and is committed to succeeding in efforts to bring 
equity to all students and communities.  Share the news. Join 
the fight. 
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Pottstown Superintendent Mr. Stephen Rodriguez shared some insights and lessons learned from his 
conversation with parents of cyber schooled children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 -33- 

 
Rodriguez Goes To Harrisburg 
Pottstown School District Superintendent Stephen Rodriguez 
spoke on the steps of our state capitol where he acknowledged 
the additional funding Pottstown students will receive from the 
state budget that was approved and signed by the governor.  
He, along with other fair funding advocates, sent a clear 
message that there is still much ground to be covered to 
ensure that all children have the educational opportunities 
needed for success and he will continue to advocate for full fair 
funding. 

 
June 29th, 2021 Press Conference Statement - Governor Wolf - Level Up Legislation 
 
Good Morning. On behalf of the Pennsylvania League of Urban Schools, a caucus of PASA, and on behalf of the Pottstown 
School District, I would like to thank you, Rep. Mike Schlossberg, other esteemed members of our state legislature, 
Governor Tom Wolf, and the growing community of education advocates who helped to support this education funding. 
 
Several months ago, when I was asked to speak on behalf of this proposed legislation, I said that Level Up legislation falls 
far short of a fully funded fair funding formula. 
 
However, I also said that this funding may not be a touchdown, but it is a solid ‘first down’ because it addresses some of the 
inequity in our current funding structure. It is a solid ‘first down’ and ensures that students who need this funding most, get it 
first. 
 
The way you get touchdowns and eventually win games is a series of first downs. SO WE CAN”T STOP HERE.  Continual 
positive progress down the field of play wins the game for our students and our state. 
 
Some of you may know that just last week dozens of advocates were arrested while protesting about this issue in the 
building behind me. Some of you may also know that on the steps where we stand, thousands of citizens have come to 
voice their support for their Hometown Schools and for our children.  The people of our state are speaking up and taking 
action on this issue, SO WE CAN’T STOP HERE. 
 
I am so appreciative to the Legislature and our Governor for using a bipartisan approach that spends education dollars more 
equitably…. where they are needed most.  
 
For my own district, the 1.4 million dollars we will receive gets applied immediately to student programs and resources, and 
we are grateful.  But my community has been loud and clear in reminding me that we have been underfunded by 11 million 
to 13 million dollars EVERY YEAR for years.  Parents and Community leaders were quick to point out that while everyone 
wants a rainy day fund to fall back on, for students in districts like mine, it's been raining for a long time. 
 
The ‘level up’ funding is a golden drop of sunshine through that rain but we must keep going.  I look forward to brighter days 
ahead, and I know I speak on behalf of many educators and students everywhere when I say this is progress and a big step 
in the right direction! 
 

https://pacast.com/m?p=18875�
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HIGH SCHOOL 
 
DECA Students Earn a Blog Spot 
Pottstown High School DECA students had a successful day at the state competition.  
Jayniana Williams, the club's Communication Officer, prepared the press release that was picked up 
by Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog. 
 
Submitted by Pottstown High School DECA Communications Officer, Jayniana Williams: 
DECA, an organization aimed at creating leaders and entrepreneurs within student bodies, 
encouraged its state qualifiers to compete in the Annual State Career Development Conference 
online. This year’s Annual State Career Development Conference included students from all over the 
state of Pennsylvania. For the conference, competitors had to submit two role-plays and one content 
test. For the role-play portion, students were given scenarios that they had to respond to in a 
professional manner. Questions from the judges and performance indicators were key aspects of the 
role plays. The content test included one hundred questions that tested the competitors’ knowledge in 
their competitive category. To keep competitors engaged in the competition, activities, workshops, 
games, and a fashion show were incorporated into the conference. 
 
Ten students from Pottstown High School’s DECA chapter participated in this year’s state 

competition. Thanks to Victoria McShea and Kevin Pascal, 
Pottstown’s DECA advisors, the students were enabled to study and 
prepare for their competitive events. Out of the ten competitors from 
Pottstown High School, three students qualified for an award. Senior 
Dylan Murphy, who competed in the Sports and Entertainment 
Marketing category was a finalist. Similarly, CyeNyla Hall, a senior, 
was a finalist in the Accounting Applications event. Finally, as a 
participant in the written event competition, Mackenzie Moser was 
recognized for contributing to the Gold Level certification of the 
Trojan Shop, a school based enterprise at Pottstown High School. 

 
To compete in the Annual State Career Development Conference is a significant achievement. 
The members of the DECA chapter at Pottstown High School have continuously shown their 
dedication to self-improvement and leadership. This year’s state competition was unique, considering 
that it was completed online. Nevertheless, Pottstown High School’s DECA members showed that 
obstacles can be overcome. In upcoming years, Pottstown DECA is anticipating the entry of new 
members and the growth of the chapter.  
 
Competitors included: 

Iyesha Belgrave Hospitality Tourism Team Decision Making 
Faith Nichols Hospitality Tourism Team Decision Making 
CyeNyla Hall Accounting Applications 
Kishan Patel Entrepreneurship 
Jayniana Williams Hotel Lodging Management 
Jocelyn Malauulu Restaurant & Food Service Management 
Dylan Maximenko Retail Merchandising 
Tyler Boughton Principles of Business Management & Administration 
Gabe Hicks Principles of Marketing 
Mackenzie Moser Personal Financial Literacy 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/03/pottstown-hs-scores-at-deca-state.html�
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Thanks to Principal McCoy and her team of administrators and teachers the Class of 2021 will be 
able to show their Trojan Pride with yard signs placed in front of their homes. It was all hands on deck 
to assemble and personally deliver to each member of the Class of 2021. What a great way to say 
Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bachman Announces STEM Academy Acceptance 
Pottstown High School engineering teacher Mr. Andy Bachman had a big smile on his face when he 
announced congratulations to PHS student Nada Elgendy for her acceptance to the Exelon STEM 
Summer Leadership Academy.  
 
He said, “This is an exciting learning experience that will 
help guide Nada's future plans.”   
 
The Exelon STEM Leadership Academy is designed to give 
young women in high school hands-on experience in 
STEM, energy, and sustainability. This experience: 
Engages and prepares students to consider STEM 
academic & career paths; Builds STEM knowledge and 
skills; Practices leadership, communication, and 
presentation skills; Provides students access to authentic 
experiences at STEM institutions and Exelon energy 
facilities; Expands students network with others who are 
interested, pursuing, and working in STEM fields. 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/05/pottstown-student-named-to-exelon-stem.html�
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PHS Engineering Students Earn State Award and Blog Recognition 
Congratulations to PHS Engineering students and their teacher Mr. Andy Bachman on earning fourth 
place in the statewide 
Governor's STEM Challenge. 
Read all about it in Mr. Evan 
Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog 
and you will have another 
reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHS Students Earn Honors In State STEM Competition 
A team of Pottstown High School students took on the potentially economically devastating problem 
of the Spotted Lantern Fly (SLF) facing Pennsylvania.  The team of Nada Elgendy, Abdel Elgendy, 
and William Levey, along with teacher /advisor Andrew Bachman, entered the 2021 PA Governor’s 
STEM Competition, with the goal of providing a workable solution to one of Mother Nature's 
problems. They submitted the design, and research to the Governor's STEM competition in April. 
Their research and design efforts earned them a 4th place finish in the statewide competition.  
To combat the SLF infestation, scientists recommend scraping egg sacs off tree trunks in the affected 
area with a card.  However, scraping and effectively collecting egg sacs poses challenges. The team 
designed the Spotted Lantern Fly Egg Sac Mitigator (SLFESM). The SLFESM allows homeowners 
and community members to mitigate SLF by safely, easily, efficiently scraping and collecting. The 
SLFESM allows for scraping, smearing, or smashing the egg sacs.  They submitted the design, and 
research to the Governor's STEM competition in April.  The Governor’s STEM Competition 
challenges student teams from across the state to research, design, and present a device or project 
that can make the quality of life better for Pennsylvanians by accomplishing a series of practical tasks 
that can fulfill real-world needs.  
 
This year’s theme was “Improving Pennsylvania Through STEM”. During the school year, teams of 
students designed and built solutions to real-world problems.  Teams were required to work with a 
member of their local community, a business, or an educational entity to help create an authentic 
experience while also providing opportunities to learn more about careers in STEM. 
 
Our team overcame the added challenges caused by distancing due to COVID and learned a great 
deal about how to coordinate efforts in order to solve problems. It is an experience that will serve 
them well in the work world, said Mr. Bachman.  Click on the links below: 
 
SLFESM   Proposal  Homemade SLFESM 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/06/phs-stem-team-takes-4th-in-statewide.html�
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bdgkyOyCzuSadjCRbWCE-fq2rfYsiK5zEqsWzsP2fkw/edit#slide=id.p�
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mQTzb0JY_JhXBTK-XQb0kOdJoCz_OAbTvLL8cUaKmf8/edit�
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11BEF0H2WoI7U0rKntcUsNnZ01JY8KYht_7hm9s2C-wk/edit#slide=id.gd2201d73cd_0_0�


 -37- 

Senior Shout Out Spotlights 
 
 

 Congratulations to Pottstown High School Senior CyeNyla Hall on receiving a full ride from the 
Questbridge National College Match to Haverford 
College. To become a finalist, students had to 
demonstrate financial need as well as academic 
excellence.  Questbridge offers a binding, full-ride to 
college. CyeNyla said, "Haverford stood out to me for its 
close distance from home, amazing programs, small, 
suburban setting, and excellent academics.  In addition 
to my full-ride Questbridge scholarship, I also received 
the Horatio Alger State Scholarship which awards a total 
of $10,000 distributed for four years." 

 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to Christian Albert on signing his National Letter of Intent.  Christian will 
attend Gwynedd Mercy University majoring in 
Business and participating in Cross Country and 
Track. He is a three-sport athlete and a 
Distinguished Honors student. Albert was elected 
class president and is the 2020 Homecoming King.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to Darius Smallwood on signing his National Letter of Intent.  Darius will 
continue his education at the University of 
Connecticut with a major in Pre-Sports 
Management.  He plans to be a part of the 
track team as a mid-distance runner.  He is a 
four-year Distinguished Honors student and an 
All-Academic Conference Athlete. He was a 
two time state cross country qualifier and 
placed 1st at the PAC Championships in the 
800m race.  

 
 
 



 -38- 

 
 
 

 Congratulations to Naomi Parson on being awarded a $1,000 Pennsylvania Association for 
College Admissions Counseling Scholarship!!  This 
scholarship was established to recognize outstanding 
academic achievement, as well as leadership, strong 
character, and commitment to serving one's 
community.  Noami is involved in the musicals (The 
Wiz, The Little Mermaid, Hairspray, Seussical, and 
Godspell), cross country, track and field, girls tennis, 
Student Government, and Interact Club.  She is 
considering pursuing a career in either journalism or 
mathematics at Haverford College. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to Julianna Figueroa for winning the Emma Turner Senior Scholarship! 
She won $3,500 towards her Drexel University account!  
She was chosen based on her community service, school 
activities, her personal and educational goals revealed in her 
essay.  She will attend Drexel in the fall majoring in 
communications.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Foundation For Pottstown Education has helped generous donors honor the memory of 

family members and promote interest in careers by creating five new scholarships for PHS 
graduates. Read about them in Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog. 
 

o The Ellen Eisele Be the Change of Tomorrow Award - awarded to Heaven Charriez 
o The Leslie L Freese-Betz Award – awarded to Harmony Wood 
o The Linford F. Moyer and Family Scholarship - awarded to Darius Smallwood 

 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/06/five-new-scholarships-established-for.html�
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Pottstown High School celebrates Senior Acceptance Day 
 
Pottstown High School recently hosted a Senior Acceptance Day in celebration of seniors accepted to 
a college, trade school, military, or internship.  Community businesses were asked to honor and 
support the graduating seniors through donations.  Read all about it and view pictures from the event 
on The Mercury website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/photos-pottstown-high-school-celebrates-senior-acceptance-day/article_ba481a40-bf3c-11eb-9637-f3f4fb0c0f9b.html�
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Pottstown High School recently hosted a Senior Acceptance Day in celebration of seniors accepted to 
a college, trade school, military, or internship. 
 
Community businesses were asked to honor and support the graduating seniors through donations. 
Many businesses donated gift cards, clothing, tools, and gift baskets,  including: Wawa, Dairy Queen, 
Subway, Papa John’s, Old Navy, J. Crew, Auntie Anne’s, Chili’s, Walmart, Red Lobster, Target, 
Clare’s, Friendly’s, Trek, and Tractor Supply Co. 
 
The Pottstown Elk Lodge donated $75 in Visa gift cards along with the “secret” organization of 
community members that call themselves the “Fairy Godparents” donating a whopping $1,375 in 
Amazon and Visa gift cards. 
 
College swag was also available for students. 
 
Students chose from a variety of colleges, including Temple, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
Elizabethtown, Widener, Kutztown University, East Stroudsburg, Harcum College, Lock Haven, 
Alvernia, Gwynedd Mercy, Cedar Crest, Immaculata, University of Pittsburgh, Penn State, St. Luke’s 
School of Nursing, Millersville, Williamson College of the Trades, California University of 
Pennsylvania, and West Chester. 
 
The Pennsylvania National Guard, US Army, and the Air Force also donated items for the students. 
The event, organized by College and Career Counselor Susan Pritt, highlighted the first time most of 
the seniors have gathered together in many months. 
 
Zoe Earle, Julianne Figueroa, Hannah Wilson, Kishan Patel, Naomi Parson, Iyesha Belgrave, and 
Christian Albert assisted in making the event special. 
 
Senior Naomi Parson commented, “You have no idea how awesome that senior acceptance 
celebration was. I've never experienced something like that. Especially having gone months with only 
seeing two or three of my classmates, it meant so much for us.” 
 
Over $4,000 in gift cards and merchandise were handed to the deserving students who endured the 
roughest year of their life thus far during the pandemic.  
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Pottstown High School Class of 2021 graduation in a year like no other 
Perhaps the most welcome aspect of Pottstown High School's graduation ceremony Wednesday 
night was how normal it seemed.  Yes, many wore masks for at least part of the ceremony, and the 
graduates were seated at oddly distanced intervals, but in the end, it was mostly a graduation like any 
other.  And what made that welcome is that those graduating, and those who helped them get there, 
were doing so at the end of a school year like no other. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Whatever your passion may be, no matter how small or silly, share that with 
others. Because when you do that thing that makes you truly happy, your life 
changes. But when you share it with those around you, the world changes." 

— Naomi Parson, Valedictorian, PHS Class of 2021 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/photos-pottstown-high-school-class-of-2021-graduation-in-a-year-like-no-other/article_b70a1c44-c49a-11eb-80e4-2b6ee3d19181.html�
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Pottstown High School’s 141st Commencement Ceremony   
This year's class of 159 graduatess adds to the list of over 20,427 PHS Trojans who have gone on to 
distinguish themselves in every field of endeavors.  They become part of our proud past and give us 
reason to be confident about the future.  Congratulations to them and thanks to teachers, staff, 
administration, school board, parents, family and community who has played a role in shaping their 
future.   

You give us the reason to say “Proud to be from Pottstown.”   
No matter where the journey of life takes them - Once a Trojan, a Trojan Forever! 

 
 
Class of 2021 Information 
The Class of 2021 is Pottstown High School's 141st graduating class. 
 

• Class of 159 students  
o Number of female students – 80 
o Number of male students – 79 

• Number of students who started and completed all of their education in 
Pottstown – 78 

• Post High School Plans: 
o Continuing Education: 
 4 year college/university - 52 
 2 year college/university - 10 
 Trade/technical school - 13 

o Armed Services – 7 
o Work World – 13 
o Other (homemaker, unemployed, unknown, etc.) – 63 

• Scholarships/Awards – total value for senior class - $2,271,905.00 
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Naomi Parson's Pottstown HS Valedictorian Speech 
Pottstown High School held the 141st graduation 
ceremony in Grigg Stadium.  Naomi Parson gave 
the Valedictorian remarks. You can read them in 
Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog. 
 
 Valedictorian Naomi Parson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Salutatorian Kishan Patel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Class President, 
            Christian Albert 
 
 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/06/naomis-parsons-pottstown-hs.html�
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2021 POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PLANS 
 

PHS Senior/Graduate Schools accepted to: 
Albert, Christian Omar Howard/Jefferson/Gwynedd/Neumann/St. John’s/Morgan State 
Albert, Christiana Omarie Lock Haven/Cheyney 
Allford, DaShawn James Brown Thaddeus Stevens 
Ammouri, Seif Raheem Thaddeus Stevens 

Araujo Juarez, Adriana M 
Univ. of Pittsburgh (Greensburg campus)/Bloomsburg/Alvernia/Messiah/ 
Widener/Penn State/York/Drexel 

Belgrave, Iyesha Bint Duke University  
Brooker, Synera  MCCC 

Charriez, Heaven J 
Bloomsburg/Kutztown/Temple/West Chester/Cabrini/Alvernia/Chestnut Hill College/ 
Norfolk State/Morgan State/Cheyney/LaSalle 

Clayton, Haile Ann United States Army  
Cocar, Katherine Alicia Widener/Kuztown/Edinboro/MCCC/Temple 
Cottman, Corey Allen Kutztown/Shippensburg/West Chester/Edinboro/Cheyney/Bloomsburg/Neumann 
Cruz, Abel  ATC 
DiPietro, Kristin Elizabeth East Stroudsburg/Alvernia/Kutztown/Ursinus 
Draucker, Kaelyn E Thomas Jefferson/Harcum/Bloomsburg/Albright/Kutztown/East Stroudsburg 
Earle, Zoe Monifa Del Val/Morgan State/West Chester/Wilson/Cal U/Cheyney 
Figueroa, Julianna Antoinette East Stroudsburg/Drexel/Lock Haven/Albright/Arcadia/Millersville/West Chester 
Flagg, Janese Mary Air Force 
Franey, Logan J Penn College of Technology  
Gatheca, Sharon Wambui Pennsylvania College of Art and Design  
Germany, Anyae A IUP/Shippensburg 
Green, Patrick  ATC 
Greghini-Williams, Rebecca  IUP/Point Park/Albright/Mansfield/MCCC  
Haas, Haley Frances Penn State/Millersville/Albright/Alvernia/Hofstra/Kings College/Elizabethtown 
Hall, CyeNyla IyeJhe Haverford College  
Hernandez, Aryanna Mia West Chester/Temple/Alvernia/Albright/Ursinus/MCCC 
Hewitt, Carson A Millersville/Kutztown/Widener  
Hill, Devon Maddison Elizabethtown/Lebanon Valley 
Hills, Cynae Marie Albright/Alvernia/West Chester/Shippensburg/IUP 
Hipple, Jack J Millersville/West Chester/Lebanon Valley College 
Johnson, Nevaeh McKinley MCCC 
Lesher, Matthew Scott Army 

Levey, Samantha J 
Johnson and Wales/Alvernia/Kutztown/Cedar Crest/Elizabethtown/Delaware 
Valley/Ursinus/Edinboro 

Manzanares Dinarte, Getzer Anahel Army or Marines 
Martinez, Cristine  Temple/Drexel 

Maximenko, Dylan P 
Pittsburgh/Duquesne/Ursinus/West Chester/Colorado State/Denver/College of 
Charleston 

Murphy, Dylan R 
Neumann/Millersville/York/Kutztown/DeSales/Albright/Lock Haven/Alvernia/ 
Gywnedd Mercy/IUP 

Parson, Naomi S Haverford College 
Patel, Kishan A Duke 
Quiles, Caleb E MCCC 
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2021 POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PLANS 
 
PHS Senior/Graduate Schools accepted to: 
Raegler, Pearce David Ursinus/Pennsylvania College of Technology/RIT 
Roach, Faith E West Chester/Unity 
Roye, Destri N West Chester/Gwynedd Mercy/Shippensburg/Kutztown/Army National Guard 
Selmi, Salah Fadel ATC/UTI 
Selner, Ashley Nicole Goucher College 
Smallwood, Darius A U. Conn/LaSalle/St. Joseph’s 
Soto, Natacha Ali Penn State 
Spence, Austin S West Chester 
Stamm, Dominic Joseph Automotive Training Center 
Stirk, Lillian Ann Millersville/Kutztown/West Chester/Widener/Delaware Valley 
Strimpel, Sincere Kamron Shippensburg  

Thomas, Raine E 
East Stroudsburg/West Chester/Ohio State/Miami/University of Rhode Island/Ohio 
University 

Thompson, Jaleinda Maria West Chester/Bloomsburg/IUP/ASU/UVF 
Villagomez, Michelle  Alvernia/Eastern/Drexel  
Villagomez, Omar  Ursinus/Drexel/Temple/Penn State (University Park) 
Watson, Jahzeel D Morgan State/Ursinus/Widener/Alvernia/Shippensburg/Kutztown 

Watson, Jazlynn Telanna 
Neumann/Lincoln/Cheyney/West Chester/Kutztown/Bloomsburg/Edinboro/ 
Shippensburg/Army National Guard 

Wiley, Trinity S 

Univ. of Tampa/Shippensburg/Millersville/Kutztown/Bloomsburg/Mercy College/ 
Syracuse/Alvernia/UMBC/Morgan State/LaSalle/Temple/Millersville/Indiana Univ. of 
Pennsylvania/Georgia State/MCCC 

Wilson, Hannah M Eastern/Ursinus/Millersville/Alvernia/Messiah  
Wood, Harmony N Alvernia/Bloomsburg/York/UVF/Messiah/U Sciences/Drexel 
Zvodar, Kevin Ryan Millersville/Penn State Berks/Susquehanna/Neumann/Slippery Rock 
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Pottstown Students Send Open Letter To Senator Mensch Mercury 6-18-2021 
Guest commentary:  Montco School Students Seek Fair Funding 
 By Kishan Patel and Jimi Chavalaporn ~ Pottstown High School 
 
Kishan Patel, PHS Class of 2021, and Jimi Chavalaporn, Class of 2022, sent an open letter to 

Senator Mensch.  We are writing to you on behalf of our 
fellow students in Pottstown School District and in 
underfunded districts across the state.  We all know the 
problem: More than half of Pennsylvania students and 
80% of black and brown students are given less than their 
fair share of state education dollars.  Here in Pottstown, 
where 67% of our peers are students of color and 68% are 
economically disadvantaged, we have been shortchanged 
by nearly $4,000 per student each year. 
 
 

 
Lamoni Greene heads to Nashville for national competition 

When Lamoni Green heads to Nashville later this month for a 
national competition, she’ll take with her the love and best wishes 
of an entire community of friends and neighbors in Pottstown. 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/opinion/guest-commentary-montco-school-students-seek-fair-funding/article_c5a55247-e4dc-5f76-bb33-9b8f8ece5351.html�
https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/pottstown-s-amazing-lamoni-greene-heads-to-nashville-for-national-competition/article_c21a23ee-e106-11eb-81b7-530d64bd0889.html�


 -60- 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Earth Day Project a Middle School Success 
Transforming the Pottstown Middle School courtyards from what Student Council Advisor Andrea 
Roberts described as "Garden Nightmare" to "GardZen" was an Earth Day project success.  
Roberts said, “Our council had an opportunity to meet outside of zoom for the first time in almost a 
year and they used their time to brainstorm this project from start to finish.  The plan called for a team 
of over 50 students, teachers, administrators, and community mentors volunteering their time on a 
Saturday morning to clear, redesign and spread over 15 tons of mulch to transform both of the middle 
school courtyards.”  Principal Brian Hostetler, who was on hand to lend his muscle in moving the 
mulch, said, “I am very proud of our students, staff and community members for coming together to 
support our school. Their efforts will provide a beautiful area for outdoor education.” 
 
Thanks to Mr. Evan Brandt for sharing the story of the middle school courtyard transformation on his 
Digital Notebook Blog.  Trojan Proud of middle school student, staff and community mentors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/04/group-effort-transforms-pottstown-ms.html�
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Story behind Pottstown Middle School's first musical is a real 'Beauty' 
 

Diana Stitt and her daughter, Olivia, a Pottstown Middle School student, share a love of 
musicals and Broadway. 
So when Stitt, who has worked as a substitute teacher in the district, realized the middle school 
didn’t have the money to put on a spring musical— a staple of every other middle school in the 
region that she knew— it bothered her.  “I decided to change that,” she said. 
Stitt got permission from the district to apply for a Disney grant that enables poorer schools to 
perform their shows without having to pay the licensing fee. Enter stage left, “Beauty and the 
Beast Jr.” — a shortened adaptation for younger students.  Even so, Stitt, who is a candidate for 
the Pottstown School Board, had no idea of the problems she might face. 
Working around COVID restrictions, she auditioned the kids outside, in front of the school. 
She held rehearsals in the school parking lot, where she taped X’s six feet apart on the 
pavement. 

 
When school sports programs started up again in January, she got permission to move the theater production 
inside as well. Recognizing that facial expressions are key to acting, she got clear plastic masks for the 
actors.  But then there was an issue with the microphones. The middle school had an array hanging from the 
ceiling, but that was more for choral performances. The equipment wouldn’t pick up individuals, Stitt said. 
 
When Johnny Corson, president of the Pottstown branch of the NAACP, learned about the latest glitch, he 
wanted to help.  “Sometimes, people just need to know that they are somebody,” he said. “I thought it would 
be good for their self-esteem. Not everyone is an athlete. We wanted to cheer them on. We wanted them to 
feel good about themselves.”  He knew others would want to help as well. The NAACP, the Pottstown Rotary 
Club, and a separate group of local business people donated $500 each for a system of 16 wireless headset 
microphones that will be donated to the middle school afterward. 
 
“We generally support children’s education and literacy. Actually, anything to help kids is big in Rotary,” said Brooke Martin, president of the local 
group. “Plus, it’s something that can be used in the years to come to create a strong program.”   
 
“I can tell you,” Stitt said, “45 students are a lot happier today because of what these groups did.”  Stitt found that the students— stagehands, actors 
and more—coalesced beyond what anyone expected. They supported each other and cheered each other on. “Kids that might never be friends with 
each other have become friends,” she said.  As she wrote in the program, “Theater friends become family, and I have seen this happen during our 
production. Every one of these actors is supporting and encouraging — even when they are in a ‘teenager’ mood!”  Several kids involved in the 
production are on the autism spectrum. Some have anxiety and depression issues. “The play has given them an outlet.”  Through GoFundMe, more 
than $400 was raised for costumes and sets, which she built herself. 
 
Corson’s son Matt, a paraprofessional who works with district students who have emotional or behavioral issues, lent his theatrical expertise, joining 
the group as producer.  Johnny Corson’s love of theater began when he was in fourth grade and played a Polynesian kid in the all-district musical, 
“South Pacific.” The next year, he was a craps shooter in “Guys and Dolls.” And so on.  When he heard that the middle school wasn’t doing musicals 
because of funding issues, “I was crushed,” he said. “It brought me back to when I was in high school and there was talk about cutting the music 
program and the arts program. Back then, our group came together and went to a school board meeting and stood our ground.” 
“Speaking personally, it helped me to get over self-confidence and self-image issues," Johnny Corson said. "To put yourself out there and not be 
worried about the judgments that may come. It teaches you to be comfortable with public speaking, with improvisational skills. You learn teamwork.” 
Kids are “getting wrapped up in a character that is totally different from their everyday life. You can learn sympathy from that,” he said. 
 
Jahiem Pratt, an 8th grader who plays Gaston, said the production “gives off good energy. There’s a lot of negativity in the school. This brings out 
the goodness. Everyone gets along.” 
 
Stitt’s daughter Olivia, a 7th grader, plays Belle. “I just like sometimes pretending to be a different person,” she said. “It helps me get out of my head.” 
 
Opening night is Friday, May 7, at 7 p.m. Additional performances are May 8, 9, 15 and 16 at 2 p.m. and May 14 at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $10.  
 
Because COVID restrictions mean the auditorium can only be at 20 percent of capacity, tickets were only available through cast members. But now 
that cast members have put in their orders, a limited number of tickets are available for the public.  Email Stitt at dstitt@pottstownk12.org or call her 
at 610-657-6842. 
 
Meanwhile, the group is performing a filmed version to be streamed online. Those who can’t get tickets — or grandparents who don’t live nearby — 
can buy a ticket, pick from among a few dozen scheduled times, and watch on their computers.   
To order a streaming ticket, go to https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/50249. 

Olivia Stitt as Belle and 
Jahiem Pratt as Gaston 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/story-behind-pottstown-middle-schools-first-musical-is-a-real-beauty/article_74706a9a-adc1-11eb-9881-db4272c567bc.html?utm_campaign=socialflow&utm_medium=social&utm_content=fb-pottstownmercury&utm_source=facebook.com&fb�
mailto:dstitt@pottstownk12.org�
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/50249�
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Photos from Beauty and The Beast – Middle School Musical 
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Middle School Students Perform In All Star Event 
Congratulations to Pottstown Middle School students specially selected to participate in 2021 All-Star 
Honor String Orchestra and All-Star Honor Band virtual performances, recently released to video.  
The annual programs are sponsored by Reading-based musical instrument supplier and education 
company Zeswitz Music.  Representing Pottstown in the honor band were:  Brianna Bui, 6th Grade, 
Flute; Aiden Kancianic, 8th Grade, Baritone; Taylor Maguire, 8th Grade, Trumpet; Colin Plank, 7th 
Grade, Percussion; and Garrett Shope, 7th Grade, Clarinet.  Students prepared and performed the 
piece "Escape From Thunder Mountain" by Scott Watson.  A special thanks to Pottstown directors 
Nancy Mest and Katie German for their guidance, leadership and inspiration.  
 
A second round of congratulations to our middle school music students who were selected to play in 
the All-Star Honor Band sponsored by Zeswitz Music.Today they were the topic of Mr. Evan Brandt's 
very popular Digital Notebook Blog.  Thanks to Mr. Brandt for helping to tell the Pottstown Story and 
sharing another reason we say Proud to be from Pottstown. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/WhctKKWxXHFvTtzSvsHLJncThVLDCgptmGWRTvPCBxhxnFzmRfsGNlqClnvgNMhjgNrzkzQ?projector=1�
https://www.zeswitzmusic.com/�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/07/pottstown-middle-school-music-students.html�
http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/07/pottstown-middle-school-music-students.html�
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ELEMENTARY 
 
Rupert Elementary School – I’MPACT 
"Even a pandemic didn't stop us from recognizing our students!!   The hour we spend visiting 
our students and recognizing their achievements brings joy to our team, the students, and 
their families!"  - Matthew Moyer 
 
On Thursday, 3/25/2021, the Rupert Elementary I’MPACT team visited the homes of its students.  
The team went out to visit students from each grade level to congratulate them and their families, and 
to acknowledge student successes during the 3rd Marking Period.  I’MPACT is an acronym for 
I’m Pottstown Action Community Team.  Its mission is to “Celebrate Learning” with positive 
communication of activities happening at school through the building of relationships with community 
members.  The team makes door-to-door visits to surprise students and their families with certificates 
of achievement, yard signs, and I’MPACT Winner shirts.  Students are congratulated for their hard 
work, citizenship, and positive behavior.  The I’MPACT Team consists of teachers, support staff, and 
administrators from Rupert Elementary School. 
 
I'MPACT Winners for the 3rd Marking Period: 

 Kindergarten - Blaine Powell and Bryce Powell (Our first Twin I'MPACT Winners!) 
 1st Grade - Emiliana Pearson 
 2nd Grade - Aiden Rhoads 
 3rd Grade - Cynia Lucky 
 4th Grade - Mathias Williams 

 

Members of the Team in attendance for the visits:  Principal: Matthew Moyer; Staff: Kerry Kline, 
Tracy Comacho, Laurie Gresko, Cindy Bartolucci, Beth Burkhimer, Amanda Walsh, Kelsey Hultz, 
Lindsay Hogan, Jaime Parris, and Molly Callaghan.  Photo Credit Kerry Kline: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Kelsey Hultz,  
Emiliana Pearson, and  
Miss Amanda Walsh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryce Powell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathias Williams 
and Mr. Matt Moyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathias Williams 
and Miss Lindsay Hogan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Jaime Parris 
and Cynia Lucky 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cynia Lucky and her Mom 
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New Rupert Elementary mural celebrates 90 years of public education 
 
It has been said that "Art has the power to transform, to illuminate, to educate, inspire and motivate." 
We hope this will be the case with Rupert Elementary School's new mural.  As I look around 
Pottstown I see so many wonderful examples of art. There are beautiful trees, wonderful architecture, 
and fantastic art pieces all over town, just to name a few. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/new-rupert-elementary-mural-celebrates-90-years-of-public-education/article_c8f1aef6-a9ea-11eb-9dd6-3ba0c047ba9d.html�
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THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS 
 
 Team Effort Calls for Giant Blog - Covid has caused communities to face tremendous health 

and food security challenges.  Both 
Pottstown and Pottsgrove have been 
fortunate to receive a big assist from our 
local Giant Food Market.  Read all about it 
in Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook 
Blog. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Foundation for Pottstown Education – 2021 Spring Newsletter 

Please click on the link above to view the Foundation’s newsletter. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/05/giant-donates-25k-to-help-feed-school.html�
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FALLEN TROJANS 
The Pottstown School District is proud of the members of its Trojan 

family and will honor its deceased alumni by recognizing them and their 
accomplishments in our "Fallen Trojan" section.  Anyone wishing to 

have alumni recognized should provide appropriate information to: 
John J. Armato, Director of Community Relations, 

230 Beech Street, Pottstown PA  19464 or email jarmato@pottstownsd.org. 
 

 Daniel Robert Matalavage Sr. - Class of 1961 - was the husband of Mary Ann (Edleman) 
Matalavage. Born December 5, 1942, in Shenandoah, PA, he was the 
son of the late John E. Matalavage Sr. and Frances C. (Piaskowski). 
He started his 38 year career as an apprentice in The Mercury’s 
pressroom, later becoming press room manager; a position he held until 
the facility closed in early 2001. Dan enjoyed cruising with close friends, 
cooking, fishing, and relaxing at his vacation home in the mountains. 
He was an avid fly fisherman and enjoyed tying his own flies. 

 
 

 Mary Hegedus - Class of 1952 - was the daughter of Michael and Ella (Repovsky) Hegedus. 
She was employed by Dana Corporation as a data administrator until her 
retirement in 1984. Mary was dedicated to Holy Trinity Church, and was 
an active member of the Slovak American Women’s Guild.  
Being blessed with numerous nieces and nephews, she was totally 
devoted to them, cheering them on in their sports of tennis, basketball, 
baseball and lacrosse. 

 
 Charles Richard Hayer - Class of 1947 - was born at home at the top of the steps at 

176 Manatawny Street in Pottstown, he was the son of the late 
B. Franklin Jr. of Stowe and Mary Jane (Levengood) Hayer of 
Rattlesnake Hill.  Charlie graduated Penn State University 
(State College, PA) in 1951 where he studied Economics and Political 
Science. He worked for many years as an insurance inspector and 
managed a sub-office of the Retail Credit Company for much of his 
married life. He was fortunate to retire at the age of 59 and lived more 
than 30 years as a retiree.  

 
 Nancy R. (Drumheller) Diener-Spohn – Class of 1955 - 84, of Pottstown, PA, wife of the late Richard 

Diener and George H. Spohn Jr., died Sunday at the home of her son, Lower 
Pottsgrove Twp.  Born in Pottstown, PA, she was a daughter of the late 
Harold I. Drumheller and the late Bertha P. Drumheller. Nancy was Pottstown 
High School graduate. She was employed by Pottstown School District 
working in the cafeteria for many years. She was a member of Ringing Hill 
Fire Co. Ladies Auxiliary and helped with Bingo night. She loved knitting and 
crocheting and was a former roller skating champion. She volunteered at 

Ringing Rocks Elementary school and was proud to be able to have taught several of her grandchildren 
how to swim. 

mailto:jarmato@pottstownsd.org�
https://catagnusfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/daniel-r-matalavage-sr-78/�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=mary-a-hegedus&pid=198271653&fhid=13034�
https://catagnusfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/charles-richard-hayer-92/�
https://www.schumacherandbenner.com/pottstown/funeral-home/obit.aspx?ObitID=3570�
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 John “Moe” Lewis Barber Sr. - Class of 1956 - was husband of the late Mary L. (Saunders) 

Barber. He was the son of the late William Dennis Barber Sr. and Catherine Agnes (Lewis) 
Beasley. Born July 4, 1937, John attended Delaware State University and 
graduated in 1961 with a degree in Business Education.  He was an avid 
sports fan who enjoyed playing and watching basketball.  The other sport 
that he loved to watch and play was golf. He caddied for Brookside 
Country Club for many years. He was proud and supported the young 
African American Athletes and enjoyed watching them thrive in their 
talents. John retired from being a purchasi ng agent for Graterford Prison. 

 
 Ronald H Bailey (“Beetle”) - Class of 1962 - Fiercely proud of his Alma Mater, Ron attended 

basketball games of the Pottstown Trojans long into his adult life and holiday meals were 
always scheduled around his expected return for Pottstown’s football 
game against Owen J Rober ts on “Turkey Day.”  He was drafted during 
the Vietnam War and served as a Sergeant E-5 in the US Army.  He was 
a 3rd shift tire builder at Firestone, and picked up part-time hours at a full-
service gas station owned by John Kuback.  Once the local Firestone 
plant closed, he took over the garage, which became Bailey’s East End 
Texaco, formerly located at the corner of High and Beech Street. 

 
 Andrew Vincent Olock – Class of 1964 - 74, was a son of the late Andrew and Ida 

(Yannessa) Olock. Andrew was a real estate broker and the owner of 
Olock Realty in Pottstown for over 25 years. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran and served as a Training Sergeant for the 2nd Armored 
Division “Hell on Wheels” in Ft. Hood, TX, during the Vietnam War. 
Andy was a devout Christian and spread the word of Jesus every day; 
he was a longtime member of St. James Lutheran Church in Pottstown. 
A lover of music, he met many of his favorite musicians working as 

“The Chairman” of backstage security at the former Valley Forge Music Fair.  
 

 MaryAnn (Buckwalter) Woods - Class of 1958 - was the daughter of the late Jacob and Mary 
(Ryan) Buckwalter and wife of the late Larry J Woods.  She attended 
Millersville University. MaryAnn worked as an unemployment specialist of 
the Department of Labor.  She loved playing bridge, arranging flowers, 
gardening, crafting, and having lunches with her friends. But most of all, 
MaryAnn loved her grandchildren and followed their activities. 

 
 

 Shelba J. (Mathias) Detri - Class of 1940 - was the wife of Anthony T. Detri. Born in 
Morysville, PA, she was a daughter of the late Ralph C. Mathias and the 
late Lena (Grofe) Mathias. Shelba, as a PHS student she was a 
musician, sang with the Melody Maids, and was a drum majorette. She 
was employed by the former Mrs. Smith’s Pie Co., later Kellogg’s as an 
office director for 25 years, retiring in 1999. She was a member of Saint 
Gabriel Catholic Church, and was a judge of elections for West 

Pottsgrove Township. Shelba was an avid golfer, skier, sports enthusiast and loved to travel. 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=john-lewis-barber-moe&pid=198758109&fhid=13034�
https://houckgofusfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/1513/Ronald-Bailey/obituary.html�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=andrew-vincent-olock&pid=198696982&fhid=13032�
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pottsmerc/obituary.aspx?n=maryann-woods&pid=199042728&fhid=13030�
https://www.schumacherandbenner.com/pottstown/funeral-home/obit.aspx?ObitID=3576�
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 Charles E. “Mike” Griesemer - Class of 1956 - was the husband of the late Doris Jane 

(Saylor) Griesemer. Born in Pottstown, he was the son of the late Irvin L. 
and Mary (Egolf) Griesemer. Charles worked for DANA Corp. for 32 years 
as a tool grinder and was a US Navy Veteran. He was a member of Grace 
Lutheran Church and a lifetime member of Pottstown Moose Lodge #369. 
He loved bowling and was a member of the American Bowling 
Association. He also loved to golf and was in many golf leagues. 

 
 Peggy Davis Jones – Class of 1965 - of Pottstown, PA passed away Sunday June 6, 2021.  

She was born May 9, 1947, in Clover South Carolina. She was the daughter 
of the late Ruth & Colinzo Davis of Pottstown, PA. Peggy retired from 
Nordstrom’s in King of Prussia after working there over 25 years.  Peggy 
enjoyed attending bible study and spending time with family and friends. 

 
 
 

 MaryAnne L. (Lessig) Decker - Class of 1954 - was a daughter of the late Spencer B. Lessig 
and the late Lillian (Usher) Lessig. She attended Millersville State Teachers 
College and graduated from Ursinus College with an associate’s degree. She 
was employed in the credit office of the former New York Store, Pottstown for 
8 years, and was the assistant credit manager with the former Kiwi Brands of 
Douglassville, for 30 years, retiring in 1999. She was a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, Pottstown. She was a Past Worthy Matron of Schuylkill 

Chapter #338 Order of Eastern Star; Past President of the Elks Doe Club, Pottstown. 
 

 Dmitri Carl Piechota – Class of 2013 - age 26, of Pottstown, passed away on Wednesday, 
June 16, 2021.  He was born in Phoenixville, PA, on September 30, 
1994, the son of Edward J. Piechota and Valerie A. Yost of Pottstown.  
Dmitri was a lifelong resident of Pottstown.  He attended St. John's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Boyertown.  He was a former employee 
of UPS Freight where he earned his CDL and was currently working with 
Old Dominion Freight Lines.  He volunteered his time with Preston's 

Pantry, Boyertown Area Multi-Service, and the Salvation Army.  He enjoyed working on 
computers and software engineering. 

 
 Scott Coyle – Class of 1994 -  

https://catagnusfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/charles-e-mike-griesemer-83-of-pottstown/�
https://www.schumacherandbenner.com/pottstown/funeral-home/obit.aspx?ObitID=3578�
https://houckgofusfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/1523/Dmitri-Piechota/obituary.html�
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FALLEN TROJAN STAFF 
Once a Trojan, Always a Trojan 

 

 Linford F. Moyer, 94 was the devoted husband of Violet M. Moyer for 72 years and an exemplary 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather. His life was marked by his 
Christian faith and a cheerful radiance.  Born in New Hanover Township in 
southeastern Pennsylvania in 1926, “Lin” was the son of Franklin E. Moyer 
and Alice R. Moyer. In his early years Lin attended a one-room school that 
housed eight grades, with two students in his grade. He began his lifelong 
career in public education at 16, while still a student at Pottstown High 
School, working after school and on Saturdays in the business office. 
During World War II, Lin served in the United States Navy as an aide to the 
Executive Officer aboard the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Princeton. After the war 

in 1946, Lin returned to work for the Pottstown School District, while also attending night school at Temple 
University and the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School, where he earned a degree in business. 
He married his wife Violet J. (nee Moyer) of Boyertown, Pennsylvania in 1948 and their son, Bruce Linford, 
was born in 1952.  Lin quickly rose through the ranks of the Pottstown School District to become Assistant 
Superintendent for Business and served the district for 37 years. During his tenure, the district experienced 
growth and expansion, and Lin oversaw the design, financing and construction of four elementary schools 
and a new senior high school, as well as the renovation of all the district’s schools. He saved taxpayers 
hundreds of thousands of dollars through innovative management practices, including the start-up of a 
sophisticated data processing center that was ahead of its time, earning revenue for the Pottstown School 
District through its services to many other school districts, municipalities and governmental authorities 
throughout Pennsylvania. His reputation as a skilled business administrator won him national recognition, 
electing him president of the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials in 1964 and the 
Association of School Business Official International in 1977.  In 1980, Lin became the first full-time 
executive director of the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO). Under his 
leadership, significant increases in school business training programs and association membership were 
witnessed. Lin’s vision also led to the creation of the first statewide money market fund for school districts 
in Pennsylvania and the first in the nation. Following his retirement from PASBO in 1987, Lin served as 
vice president of Cadre Consulting Services, a national firm providing cash management services to 
school districts across the country. Throughout the 53 years spanning Lin’s professional career, he was 
widely known for his integrity, intellect and his warmth in working with people.  A tireless public servant, Lin 
also was an active volunteer and leader in numerous church and civic groups, including the governing 
boards and committees of New Hanover Lutheran Church in Gilbertsville, Pennsylvania and First 
Presbyterian Church in Vero Beach, Florida. He enjoyed playing tennis and all kinds of games, traveling 
and spending time with his family and celebrating their achievements. His personal motto was “Get 
Organized!” 
 

 James Corum, Jr. - age 93 passed away on April 28, 2021.  Jim was a man of integrity who had a 
warm engaging personality.  He always had a smile and kind greeting for all he 
came in contact with. Without question, he was Mr. Pottstown Tennis.  Jim was 
a high school tennis coach, a career coach in the high school guidance 
department and was one of the founders of the Greater Pottstown Tennis 
Association.  He was a tireless advocate for the district and community. 

 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/linford-moyer-longtime-pottstown-schools-business-manager-dies-at-94/article_d5e84cea-a87e-11eb-a871-934421fe1245.html�
https://catagnusfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/james-h-corum-jr-93/�


 -78- 

ALUMNI 
 

♦ Alyssa Dultz - Pottstown High School Class of 2018 is living up to the school district’s mission 
of "Preparing each student by name for success at every level".  She is a junior with a double 

major in Political Science and History at Moravian College.  A Dean's 
List student, she is a United Student Government Representative and 
a member of the President's Council for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.  
Alyssa is also the leader of the Sexual Awareness and Violence 
Prevention Committee.  Her commitment to social justice includes 
roles as Secretary of the Political Awareness Coalition and Social 
Media Lead for the More Than A Hound Diversity Committee.  
Alyssa knows how to make every second of the college experience 
count and her hard work is paying off with success at the next level. 

 
♦ Reilly Owens - PHS grad Class of 2019 is living up to the Pottstown School District mission, of 

being prepared for success at every level. She is a sophomore at 
Gwynedd Mercy University majoring in Early Childhood Education 
and a member of the Women's Lacrosse team. Recently she was 
elected one of the team captains. Reilly has proven herself a leader 
on the field and in the classroom. Hard work pays off. Thanks for 
giving us another reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦ Nyles Rome - PHS Class of 2017 is a 2021 graduate of University of Virginia. He double 
majored in Anthropology and Global Development Studies. He 
graduated with Honors as a Blue Ridge 
Scholar. Nyles worked as a researcher in 
both the Departments of Public Health 
Sciences and Neurobehavioral Sciences. He 
co-authored an academic article in the Global 
Public Health Journal.  While attending school 
his activities included; Black Student Alliance, 
club wrestling and Center for Global Health 
Equity. He plans to move to Washington D.C. 
where he has a job in management 

consulting. In his high school days as a member of the PHS Trojan Wrestling 
Team he had to select his Words of Wisdom for the season. Nyles' words 
included:  "Rome was not built in a day."  He is well on his way to a bright 
future. Thanks for giving us another reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 
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♦ Pottstown High Girls Lacrosse has had a history of outstanding players. Thanks to Coach 

Brandy Scherer for sharing news of a few of our alumni presently displaying their talents while 
earning their college degrees:   

o Ebony Reddick helped lead the Notre Dame College team to their first Mountain East 
Conference Championship with a 14-10 victory over 
Frostburg State University and was named as a first 
team All Conference player. 

 
 
 
 
 

o Reilly Owens, a sophomore majoring in Early Childhood Education at Gwynedd Mercy 
College, was named to the first team All Atlantic East 
Conference at the goalie position. 

 
 
 
 
 

o Abigail Krause, a Dean's List student majoring in Culinary Nutrition at Johnson & 
Wales, is a member of the Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference Championship team that just qualified for 
the NCAA Division III Championships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
♦ A special tribute was paid to PHS 1943 graduate SGT. Anthony J. Marchione, who was the 

last American serviceman to give his life in service to our country during World War II.  
Pottstown marks Memorial Day with reverence and ceremony. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://notredamefalcons.com/news/2021/4/30/womens-lacrosse-womens-lacrosse-earns-first-mec-tournament-title.aspx�
https://gwyneddathletics.com/sports/womens-lacrosse/roster/reilly-owens/5819�
https://providence.jwuathletics.com/sports/wlax/2020-21/releases/20210501tjhqlf�
https://www.pottsmerc.com/local-news/pottstown-marks-memorial-day-with-reverence-and-ceremony/article_a61046d8-c22f-11eb-8a10-5bfb0267190b.html�
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♦ Beth Ann (Sipple) Kersten – Class of 1989 - was the valedictorian in 1989.  In October, her 

national anatomy and physiology lab manual was launched by 
TopHat/Bluedoor.  She spent 4 years researching, writing, creating art, 
etc.  This publication is in addition to her national Human anatomy and 
physiology lecture text book with McGraw-Hill and the custom anatomy 
and physiology I lab manual that she authored for her institution (State 
College of Florida).  Congratulations to PHS Class of 1989 Beth Ann 
Sipple on her publication of “The Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology 

Laboratory Manual”.  Read all about it in Mr. Thomas Hylton's post on his website, Enlightened 
Leadership.  More proof that Hard Work Pays Off and another reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. 

♦ Keirsten and Alexandra Hickey – Classes of 2019 and 2017 (respectively) – 
have demonstrated they learned a lesson they heard 
while students at PHS ~hard work pays off. Keirsten 
is an up and coming junior at Gwynedd Mercy 
University majoring in occupational therapy. She was 
named to the spring semester dean's list. Keirsten is 
also a member of the American Association of 
University Women, Black Student Union, Pride 
Alliance and New Student Orientation Program. After 
graduation she hopes to become a pediatric 
occupational therapist.  Alexandra is a recent 

graduate of Temple University with a Bachelors of Psychology degree.  She is 
returning to her home in Pottstown to serve our community as a preschool teacher at the 
YWCA. We are Trojan Proud of all they have accomplished and know that their hard work will 
continue to pay off in positive contributions to our community. Thank you for giving us another 
reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 

♦ Jacob Eagle – Class of 2020 - was named to the President's List at Cabrini University for the 
spring semester. Being named to the list requires a GPA of 3.9 or 
higher completed in a minimum of 12 standard credits.  He is 
majoring in Computer Science with a Business focus and is a 
member of the baseball team, playing first base and designated 
hitter.  While in high school as a member of the baseball team and 
the Trojan Man Club, Jake learned hard work pays off in the 
classroom and on the field.  Thanks for giving us another reason to 
say Proud to be from Pottstown. 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bluedoorpublishing.com/blog/bluedoor-top-hat-expand-national-titles�
https://www.pottstowncitizens.org/2021%20pdfs/2021-6-24%20Beth%20Ann%20Kersten.pdf�
https://www.cabrini.edu/about/media-hub/news/2021/presidentdeans-list-spring-2021�
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We Are Pottstown …  
Stay connected with all of the friends of the Pottstown School District with this 
exclusive membership.  Learn about what is happening with the Foundation for 
Pottstown Education with the newsletter, stay connected to updates and news through 
social media, engage in networking and career opportunities at special Pottstown Pride 
Society events, and much more.  Together we will build a better community and 
continue to provide opportunities for the children of Pottstown School District.  Be sure 
to stay tuned to social media and www.foundationpottstowned.org  for the Pottstown 
Pride Society page as we grow.  We would love for you to share your successes along 
the way to help encourage those who follow you.  Together we provide opportunities 
for children of Pottstown. 

 

Pottstown Pride Society 
Yes, I’m Interested in More Info 

 
Name:           Phone Number:        
 
Email:                 
 
Address:                 
 
Graduate of Pottstown?  If so, Class of     
 
Employer:         
 
Pottstown Interests:              
                
 

 
WE ARE POTTSTOWN! 

 
Return to: Foundation for Pottstown Education 

230 Beech Street 
Pottstown, PA 19464 

 
 

Learn more about Pottstown schools: 
Visit www.pottstownschools.org and  

register for our FREE email information service. 
 
Spring-Summer Pride-2021 

http://www.foundationpottstowned.org/�
http://www.pottstownschools.com/�
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